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The all-pervading passion for music that was to
decide his choice of a career in good time with
irresistible urgency, broke out with the delivering
force of a spring flood let loose. It was not aroused
artificially, but was the last link in a long
subconscious process, not an artificial hothouse
product, but a work of nature's own doing.

Sibelius relates the following about his musical
awakening:

" As I approached the age of fifteen, music took
hold of me with a power that soon set aside my
other interests. I then began to take violin lessons
in earnest of the best musician my native town
could produce, Gustaf Levander, the conductor of
the military "-band. The violin carried me away
entirely: the wish to become a great violinist was
to be my greatest desire, my proudest ambition for
the next ten years."

Janne was soon able to appear as a violinist at
school festivals and on other occasions. In spite of
his skill he suffered, according to von Konow's
statement, from a surprising want of confidence.
Before every appearance, even if it was only among
his companions, he was tortured by such stage fright
that he had to be led to the platform almost by
force. Once he had started playing all was well

When, thanks to methodical teaching, his skill in
playing the violin had increased, Janne was able to
devote himself to a form of music that proved of
paramount importance for his musical training and
taste. His brother and sister had made good